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 Hemorsry Members

~Donna Jones 4936 Hessel Rd. Sebastopol Ca. 95472

Stan Ramondo 7020 Baker Ln. Sebastopol Ca. 95472
Wayne Simoni 789 Furlong Rd. Sebastopol Ca. 95472

Kathy Small & Family Al Traversi

Frestdest  Jonn Pearson P.0.Box 58 Forestville Ca. 95435 887-1866
Miee Linadent Wayne Simoni 789 Furlong Rd. Sebastopol Ca. 95472 823_1637
Becretiry Cinda Craven 2244 Juliet Dr. Santa Rosa Ca, 95409 526-4943
Trdakicer Linda Eggleston 7505 Malone Rd. Forestville Ca.95436 887-2412
Guy Smith 4015 Frei Rd. Sebastopol Ca. 95472 829-1370
 Directors At Large Bill Scales 2244 Juliet Dr. Santa Rosa Ca. 95409 526-4943
T - Don Johnson 1818 Malden Ln. Petaluma Ca.94954 782-0229
s Wayne Simoni 789 Furlong Rd. Sebastopol Ca. 95472 823-1637f
‘Senshize Lady Linda Pearson P.O0. Box 58 Forestville Ca. 95436 887-1866 |
| [ Jay Whited 8045 Whited Rd. Sebastopol Ca. 95472 823-3816%

823-2310]
823-3594]

823-1637§

A non-profit organization, The Santa Rosa Regional Horseless Carriage Club was chartered on September 23, 1955.
Monthly meetings are currently held at members” homes or at a local restaurant on the 3™ Thursday of each month at 7
p.m. unless otherwise notified. Members are notified of the meeting dates and events by the SIDE LIGHTS, the
Club’s monthly newsletter. Guests are welcome at all meetings.

THE SIDE LIGHTS was first published in July 1959 to inform members of meetings and current events. It is mutuaily
exchanged with other HCCA Regional Groups and is circulated to paid members, National HCCA Directors, HCCA
Gazette Editor and paid advertisers. Opinions cxpressed by THE SIDE LIGHTS contributors are not necessarily
those of The Club. Materials to appear in THE SIDE LIGHTS must reach the Editor by the third of each month as
much as possible in order to be publicized in a timely manner. : :

NOTES: (1) National HCCA membership is a mandatery pre-requisite to any Regienla E‘CCA
Group membership. However it is not necessary to own a pre-16 vehicle.
(2) Other HCCA clubs may reprint any material contained herein for their use.



DECEMBER - JANUARY 2018

As a reminder. we have gone back to having our general meeting on
the Third Thursday of the month; still at 7pm at the Round Table Pizza,
Guerneville Road at Marlow Road, any changes will be noted in our Side Lights
newsletter.

[ want to thank all the members who served on the board in 2017
and our 2018 board members for stepping up for the new year.... I
appreciate it.

Bill Scales is our new president (that’s what happens when you miss a
meeting!) Wayne Simoni, Cinda Craven and Linda Eggleston will stay
in the same positions as last year. Guy,Gail and I are 1018 directors
and I will take over as Tour Chairman. We had some good touring
this year especially for as small as our club has become. Sorry we
couldn’t get an over-night tour together. Hopefully 2018 will see new
members bringing increased enthusiasm! Lets all keep a lookout for
potential members.

I hope to see everyone at our Installation Dinner on SATURDAY Jan.
27 at the Union Hotel in Occidental.

Best Regards

John Pearson
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DATE: EVENT: COMMENTS:
NOTE: ALL MEETINGS WILL BE AT ROUND | GUERNEVILLE ROAD @ 1791 MARLOW
2018: TABLE PIZZA. EAT 6:30 - MEETING AT 7:00PM, | ROAD, SANTA ROSA. (SAFEWAY
(OR AS NOTED IN OUR CALENDAR) CENTER).
DEC. 2017 NO MEETING
SATURDAY INSTALLATION DINNER TIME: 2:30 NO HOST BAR;
JAN. 27, 2018 UNION HOTEL, OCCIDENTAL 3:30 DINNER
FEB. 15 MEETING AT ROUND TABLE PIZZA
MARCH 15 MEETING AT ROUND TABLE PIZZA
MARCH 18 TOUR DATE
APRIL 8-11 GRIZZLY BEAR TOUR, YOSEMITE NATIONAL HCCA TOUR & CONVENTION
APRIL 1-14 BAKERSFIELD TOUR AND SWAP MEET HEADQUARTER: DOUBLE TREE HOTEL
APRIL 15 PEARSON - FISHERMANS FESTIVAL BODEGA BAY
APRIL 19 MEETING AT ROUND TABLE PIZZA
MAY 14-17 WESTERN GASLIGHT 1 & 2 CYL. TOUR. HEADQUARTERS: TULARE
MAY 17 MEETING AT ROUND TABLE PIZZA
MAY 20 TOUR DATE
JUNE 21 MEETING AT ROUND TABLE PIZZA
JUNE 24 TOUR DATE
JULY 19 MEETING AT ROUND TABLE PIZZA
JULY 22 TOUR DATE
AUGUST 16 MEETING AT ROUND TABLE PIZZA
AUGUST 19 TOUR DATE
SEPTEMBER 20 | MEETING AT ROUND TABLE PIZZA
SEPTEMBER 23 | TOUR OR ANTIQUE AUTOS IN HISTORY PARK 635 PHELAN AVE, SAN JOSE
OCTOBER 18 MEETING AT ROUND TABLE PIZZA
OCTOBER 21 TOUR DATE
NOVEMBER 15 | MEETING AT ROUND TABLE PizZA
DECEMBER NO MEETING
JAN. 2019 INSTALLATION DINNER
PLEASE ADD CORRECTIONS & OTHER CAR | PLEASE SIGN UP FOR OPEN TOUR
NOTES: ACTIVITIES AND DATES AND GIVDE TO | DATES

PEARSON

DATE: 1/8/18




If you were in the market for a watch in 1880, would you know where to get one? You
would go to a store, right?

Well. of course you could do that, but if you wanted one that was cheaper and a bit
better than most of the store watches, you went to the train station!

Well, for about 500 towns across the northern United States, that's where the best
watches were found. Why were the best watches found at the train station?

The railroad company wasn't selling the watches, not at all. The telegraph operator
was.

Most of the time the telegraph operator was located in the railroad station because the
telegraph lines followed the railroad tracks from town to town. It was usually the
shortest distance and the right-of-ways had already pbeen secured for the rail line.
Most of the station agents were also skilled telegraph operators and that was the
primary way that they communicated with the railroad. They would know when trains
left the previous station and when they were due at their next station. And it was the
telegraph operator who had the watches.

As a matter of fact, they sold more of them than almost all the stores combined for a
period of about 9 years. This was all arranged by "Richard", who was a telegraph
operator himself. He was on duty in the North Redwood, Minnesota train station one
day when a load of watches arrived from the East. It was a huge crate of pocket
watches. No one ever came to claim them.

So Richard sent a telegram to the manufacturer and asked them what they wanted to
do with the watches. The manufacturer didn't want tc pay the freight back, so they
wired Richard to see if he could sell them. So Richard did.

He sent a wire to every agent in the system asking them if they wanted a cheap, but
good, pocket watch. He sold the entire case in less than two days and at a handsome
profit. That started it all.

He ordered more watches from the watch company and encouraged the telegraph
operators to set up a display case in the station offering high quality watches for a
cheap price to all the travelers.

it worked! It didn't take long for the word to spread and, before long, people other
than travelers came to the train station to buy watches. Richard became so busy that
he had to hire a professional watch maker to help him with the orders.

That was Alvah. And the rest is history as they say. The business took off and soon
expanded to many other lines of dry goods. Richard and Alvah left the train station
and movedthe‘ir‘mmpany to Chicago -- and it's still there. YES, IT'SALITTLE
KNOWN FACT that for a while in the 1880's, the biggest watch retailer in the country
was at the train station.

It all started with a telegraph operator: Richard Sears and his partner Alvah
Roebuck!




2018 SANTA ROSA HCC REGIONAL GROUP MEMBERSHIP

Horseless Carriage Club of America, P. O. Box 3993, Santa Rosa, California 95402

Eggleston, Daryl & Linda
7505 Malone Rd
Forestville, CA 95436
707-887-2412

(E) eggenter@gmail.com

Larson, Ken

P. 0. Box 670

Vineburg, CA 95487
707-939-1356

(E) 120ontap@gmail.com

Ramondo, Darrell & Teresa
7901 Bella Vista Dr.
Sebastopol, Ca 95472

Smith, Guy & Michelle
4015 Frei Rd.

Sebastopol, CA 95472
707-494-0505

(E) guysmith999@yahoo.com

Gary & Janet Filippini
1376 Westgate Lane
Penngrove, CA 94951
707-795-1976

(E) gpfilippini@yahoo.com

Meyer, Max & Laura
1951 Hill Rd.

Willits, CA 95490
707-459-2960

Scales, Bill & Craven, Cinda
2244 Juliet Dr

Santa Rosa, CA 95403
707-526-4943 (C) 486-0375

(E) cindacl@yahoo.com

Welsh, Ron L & Turner, Irene
10431 Mill Station Rd
Sebastopol, CA

(W) 823-2533 (F) 823-4313

(E) valleyoakre@msn.com

Flint, Jim

4472 Thomas Rd
Sebastopol, CA 95472
707-823-3536

Pearson, John & Linda
Box 58

Forestville, CA 95436
(F) 887-1000

pearsonassoc@hotmail.com

Shaw, Gail

1980 Wood Rd

Fulton, CA 95439
707-569-9451 (W) 495-6393 (C)
(E) livforcord@aol.com

Welsh, Warren & Phyllis
5050 Hall Rd

Santa Rosa, CA 95401

(707) 545-9544 (F) 578-5358

Johnson, Don & Pam

1818 Maiden Lane

Petaluma, CA 94954
707-782-0229 (C) 650-740-9369
(E) dearlj@sbcglobal.net

Porter, Vicky

10509 Mill Station Rd
Sebastopol, CA 95472
707-827-3437

(E) vickyporter@att.net

Simoni, Wayne & Kim

789 Furlong Rd

Sebastopol, CA 95472
707-823-1637 (W) 904-677-CARS
(E) Trees@brassauto.com

Whited, Jay

8045 Whited Rd
Sebastopol, CA 95472
(707) 823-3816

Jones, Donna

4936 Hessel Rd

Sebastopol, CA 95472
707-823-2310 (F) 823-2358
(E) SpecialHog2@aol.com

Ramondo, Stan & Jones, Kathy
7020 Baker Lane

Sebastopol, CA 95472
707-823-3594 (C) 707-246-8951

(E) sramondo@sbeglobal.net

Small, Kathy & Family (H)
P. 0. Box 153
Lafayette, OR 97127

Winterhalder, Dick & Ann Marie
226 Preston Dr

Cloverdale, CA 95425

(707) 894-1807

(E) rwinterhalder@thegrid.net

KEY OFFICERS & POSITIONS
President: Bill Scales Editor: Jay Whited
(E) = Email Vice Pres: Wayne Simoni Historian: Stan Ramondo
(F) = Fax ) ]
(W) = Work Phone Secretary: Cinda Craven Membership:  Dick Winterhalder
(C) = Cell Phone Treasurer: Linda Eggleston Special Events: TBD
H) =(I]3’0nol; ary 2491}“";1‘ Directors: Don Johnson Sunshine: Linda Pearson
on Dues Paying Guy Smith ..
(NDNP) National Dues Not Paid John Pearson Tour Chairy  Jolm Pearson
Webmaster: Wayne Simoni

Revised & Corrected 1/10/2018



«] Love a Parade,” was a popular song 2 few decades
ago and might now be chosen as one of the theme songs for
the Santa Rosa, California Regional Group. It seems we have
paraded more than anything else in recent months. Take this
past May, for example. We had three major parade engage-
ments within ten days: Healdsburg’s Future Farmers of
America; Santa Rosa’s Rose Festival; Sebastopol’s Gala Day
(Memorial Day). But we were more an integral part of the Rose
Festival parade than other usual parade events. Each year, in
honor of Luther Burbank, world renowned plant breeder, who
moved to Santa Rosa in 1875 and spent the rest of his life
here, our city holds a giant three day Rose Festival. The
Rose Parade, which is equal in pageantry to those held in
pasadena and Portland, Oregon, each year, is the Festival’s
main public event. Another note of interest is that Mrs.
Elizabeth Burbank, Mr. Burbank’s widow, who still resides
here in the Burbank home, up until recently, rode in the parade
too. This year, our club was invited by the Junior Chamber of
Commerce to participate in a ‘big way’, indeed. Besides a
Decorated Auto entry, the only competitive category open to
our club, we also had a complete club unit and some members
also drove the Division—lead cars which carried the dignitaries
of the event to the reviewing stand.
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Cal Purcell's 1915 Ford roadster,

Santa Rosa Re
Wins at Rose Festival

By Rosalee
PHOTOS BY KENNETH SCHROLL

gional Grouvp

Lewis

A work—night was held the night before the parade, .\:my
22nd. We all met in our Parade Chairman’s (George Smith)
garage where the UN—decorated auto was parked. George ha‘d
‘donated’ a 1915 Ford ‘‘for the cause.’’ It had been stored in
his shed for years and was completely un—restored and there-
fore there would be no concern over the process of decorating
it. More than 19 of us were there from about 7:30 p.m. until
past 2 a.m., assigned to different tasks. Some persons cut
stems and prepared flowers for decorating; some glued flowers
onto the car over the burlap, which had been fitted to the car
previously that week; some worked on the National Horseless
Carriage Seal, that went on the rear of the car and some pre-
pared and served coffee to the crew. It was, beyond a doubt,
the sweetest—scented horseless carriage we’ve ever worked
on.

The next day, Saturday, May 23rd, our club unit and
Decorated Aut waited in formation about two hours before
getting into the route, which then took about one and one—half
hours to complete. Each car, a shining example of the
‘historical automobile,” carried its own individual sign.
Francis McReynolds made the theme sign, American Beauty
of 1015, for the Decorated Auto and Harley Crawford and

3

T “ s B
om Jewett's 1923 car of the same name.




This 1915 Ford won the top prize ot Santa Rosd’s Luther Burbank
Rose Festival; Rosalee and Benjamin Lewis pictured with car,
owned by George Smith,

Loring Folger made the others. Most of the Division—lea.d cars
had already finished the route and now we started out with our
entry and unit. One car, even at the start, had difficulty (1896
Peugeot) and was proceeding ‘in tow’; before the end of the
parade route, we were to have ‘two in tow.’ The Decorated
Auto, due to various unforseen ‘problems’ began to stall
numerous tmes shortly after we were underway; it stalled
completely just one and one half blocks before the judges’
stand. Nothing would make it start again. It had begun to
smoke about a block or so before this occurred and now the
smoke was strong enough to bring acrid tears to the car’s
occupants. When our club President, Dr. Lewis, driver of the
car, realized it could not go on, (even though this meant
disqualifying our entry as far as the judging was concerned)
he urged the club unit to proceed without him. Just as they
were moving out in front, two parade guides, followed by an
Amy jeep, came roaring down from the judges’ stand towards
us. With a tow rope attached to the front axle of the Decorated
Auto the Army jeep pulled it back into line. And, in this
unceremonious fashion, our entry led our club unit past the
judges. Some of us, at least those of us in the car, did not
€Xpect to win anything since we had had to be towed. What a
wonderfu] surprise, when at the Awards’ Luncheon that after—

floon, our club received the FIRST place mophy plus a fifry
dollar check,

Coincidentally, that night was our regular meeting night.
After Dr. Lewis thanked everyone for their part, he presented
e trophy to Emma Page, Chairman of the Decorated Auto
Committee, to keep ‘temporarily.’ George Smith was ribbed

Decorating the Mode! T,

because itwas discovered that the Decorated Auto had stalled
mainly because it had run out of gas. Considering it was
George’s car and George owns a Service Station and he was
Parade Chairman — — well . . But, there 1s still another
chapter to the story. Next day, while the car was being
stripped down, it was noted that the floorboard had been burn.
ing underneath — — and, IF the car had NOT run out of gas
when it did, there is a good possibility that it would have
caught on fire. When I mentioned this to the ‘President’ later,
he confessed he had known this too. For many reasons, how-
ever, he did not wish to reveal this during the parade. First of
all, he felt obligated to the club to get the car at least to the
judges’ stand and also, he believed that if he had mentioned
the smoke and what it could mean, those of us in the car and
club unit might have become panicky. (There was no easy way
out of the Decorated Auto, for example, since the doors had
been sealed off to allow for the decoration—design.)

The main theme of the parade this year, from which our
own theme was derived, was Roses Bring Memories. Some of
those memories have been recorded for us by our members: Mr.
and Mrs. Ray Kimble, Hiram Wells and Harley Crawford, and
Parade Photographer, Kenneth Schrol] of Santa Rosa took
pictures of all participants. There will also be memories in
newspaper clippings from such local papers as The Press
Democrat and the Santa Rosa News. These are the usua]
methods of memory—preservation. But for most of us, (consider-
ing all that transpired,) the mention of, the scent, sight and
symbol of the flower, itself: the rose, will serve to conjure up
the real memories of this event, CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Myron Billigmeier driving his 19
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